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H & I Report For Area and Groups 13/02/2011.

Chair person: Peter D.
Vice chair: Sinead K. 
Carlow, Laois & Kildare Co-ordinator: Bob B. 
Literature Co-ordinator: Paul O
H&I Phone-line: 0879482300
E-mail: chair_hi@nairleast.org
There are currently 23 H&I meetings in the Eastern area.

The ultimate goal of H & I work is to get the message of recovery to any addict whose attendance at regular NA meetings is restricted. A strong and stable committee with support and willingness from the local NA community is crucial if we are to do this.
Progress Report
We visited Shelton Abbey on (19/01/2011) after making contact with probation services there. The purpose of the visit was to introduce ourselves to the probation and prison officials; we discussed our continued support of members there with literature and the possibility of a meeting there in the future. We believe it is vital to open lines of communication and to develop working relationships with all the facilities where we have meetings either presently or in the future.
We met with the Governor and senior probation in the Training unit (02/02/2011) to discuss the feasibility of a live link between the unit and the workshop at the convention in March. We have given the proposal in writing to the Governor who will be meeting with the director general of the IPS on the 16th of February. We will now have to wait for their response. 
All members who do H&I service are automatically disqualified from doing service upon relapse and will not be eligible to do service until the clean time requirements are met. In the case of those on the clearance list, they will have to re-apply for clearance when they reach one year clean time.

We have completed the survey of the clearance list. Our conclusions are as follows.

· People had changed their numbers!!! Can people contact the H&I committee if they do change their numbers?
· Some names were removed as the members are now disqualified from doing service, or were no longer available or interested in doing service.

· We have a short list available for secretaries of members who can do service at short notice when they get let down.

· We have a list of members who are available to do a secretary position or stand in.

· Which members are being asked to do service and those who are not. (We have been asked in the past by members why they were not being contacted)
We would like to thank all those who took part in the survey. We will continue to do this regularly to keep our service list up to date.

The names for clearance sent in November are still in the processing stage. We will be submitting a further 10 names this week to the IPS for clearance.

(Specifically to be put in the minutes)

We need more people to apply for clearance. Contact the committee if you are willing to make yourself available and committed if you are cleared.

We were contacted by the secretary in Athy who was handed a document listing some do’s and don’ts on his arrival two weeks ago at the meeting. We contacted Athy and requested a copy of the document and asked that we be contacted when any changes are made to the policies and guidelines that had been agreed on previously. We received the updated guidelines and will advise all future secretaries of them.  
Regional probation have told us that our request to meet senior IPS figures in relation to clearance issues has been made and we are now waiting for a date to be agreed.

We were contacted by members inquiring about meetings in Wheatfield; unfortunately we are not in a position at the moment to hold a meeting there weekly. We will however be able to provide literature and are planning to get members to visit on a monthly basis to lend support.

We are requesting €120 for the printing of the bookmarks that we proposed in December. We would like to give these out at the convention. They will contain contact details for H&I, PR and Phone line and do’s and don’ts for treatment centres and prisons. (We have a sample of a UK version here if anyone would like to take a look) We will get 500 laminated bookmarks for the €120.
 Expenses
Phone bill for last month: €51.00
This bill can be viewed upon request

Lamination fees: €10.00
Travel Expenses/Petrol: €20.00

Cash €81.00
Printing expenses €120
In loving service.

