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H & I Report For Area and Groups 14/05/2009.

Chair Person:  Chris T.
Vice Chair: Peter D. 
Secretary: Mick R.
Literature:  Ken H.
H & I Helpline.  0879482300.
chair_hi@nairleast.org 

The ultimate goal of H & I work is to get our message of recovery to any addict whose attendance at regular NA meetings is restricted. A strong and stable committee with support and willingness from the local NA community is crucial if we are to do this.

Treatment facilities
There are currently 21 H&I meetings in the eastern area.  All of these meetings are well attended and all secretary positions are rotated regularly.  Literature requirements for these meetings are maintained on a regular basis.

Current H&I meetings
Cuan Dara Cherry Orchard
St. Michaels Ward
Enfield Treatment Centre

Sister Concillios
Ashley house
Tullow farm – Carlow
Coolmine lodge
Coolmine stabilisation 
H&I Prison meetings
There are currently 5 meetings in the prisons which are -
Mountjoy Prison NCR  (suspensed)
Training Unit NCR (suspended)
St.Patricks Institution NCR (new sec. Needed in 2 weeks)
 Medical Unit NCR (suspended)
Wheatfield Prison Clondalkin. (secretary needed)
Cloverhill remand centre, clondalkin. (suspended)

We are continually rotating the positions and would be very grateful for any help you can give in keeping these meetings running.

Prisons require security clearance, however, H&I service does not.

Security clearance for prisons is compulsory and must be completed through the H&I committee.  

The clearance procedure is by order of the Irish Prison Service and not of Narcotics Anonymous.

Important Notice
If you have agreed to do service for H&I , please take note that if for any reason you cannot make the meeting try to give as much notice as possible. It is a minimum twelve week commitment and if you are encountering any difficulties with your service commitment please contact a member of the H&I committee for support. 
Issues 
We had a call from enfield treatment centre in relation to a secretary we had lined up for service there.  The treatment centre objected to the member being put in place and every effort is being made to accommodate the member elsewhere. This leaves us needing a secretary for Wednesdays at 7pm. 
Progress Report
We held a workshop in dochas centre on 27th may, the workshop was a great success with roughly 75 prisoners attending.  It was also well attended by our female members who we would like to thank for supporting us in our efforts.  The meeting is due to start on Sunday 14th of june.  
As requested by Easten area last month, the H&I committee (mick and chris) met with the eastern area chairperson. 

We recently contacted Vodafone in relation to cancelling our bill as it is the dearest network operator for the amount of minutes we use and that other operators such as meteor are much better value for money.  As we have recently upgraded the phone it meant that we entered a new 12 month contract and the cost of getting out of that contract was estimated at a minimum of €180.  This for now is beyond our reach.
In response to John D’s enquiry about the meetings in the medical unit it has been looked into and the reason given for this was that there was a change in the structure of the staff within the prison which resulted in the stabilising people being segregated from the drug free landings.  This issue has now been resolved and nobody within the medical unit is excluded from attending the meetings, except for those who breach prison rules.

We received a number of clearances back from IPS, however, the outcomes are extremely disappointing as the majority were denied.  Irregularities and inconsistencies have surfaced in relation to the IPS’s discretion in how they are clearing people.  Further to this we have spent much time informing the various probation services of our situation and where it leaves us in the future.  We have made contact with senior probation and they agree that the situation we find ourselves in is extremely difficult.  We are awaiting contact from senior probation who have agreed to initiate proceedings with ourselves, probation and IPS.   The communication between ourselves and probation services has been very positive and they are with us on this.  Until this is resolved, our meetings within the prisons are in danger of ceasing entirely.  At this point we would like to express our urgent need for all members to apply for clearance regardless.  We would like this information passed out in the minutes and we will speak to the webmaster in order to get the forms out to as many members as possible.
Monthly H&I committee meeting – At the moment the committee meeting goes ahead every month on the Friday before area at 7:15 in Chrysalis, Benburb St.

 Expenses
The phone bill for last month came to €68.74 This bill can be viewed upon request. We request €200 for literature and expenses this month. The reason for literature expense being so high is that over €100 worth of literature was distributed at the dochas workshop and has left our stock empty.  
If you wish to take up a service position with H & I you must have at least six months clean time for treatment centres and one year clean time with security clearance for prisons and be willing to commit to twelve weeks service.

We the H&I committee would like to express our gratitude to those doing selfless service with H & I.

In loving service.

